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recourse to a false spirit to ruin Achab. Else-
where God (Ezekiel) ingenuously confesses that
he is going to deceive the prophets who are not
according to his heart.

Lastly, what shall be said of Jeremiah, who
openly turns his back upon the truth?

Later Saint Paul makes a confession which
disconcerts us. God, he tells us, has drawn glory
from falsehood.

The governments of the Middle Ages often
maintained themselves by falsehood. According
to Salvien, the Franks regarded perjury as a mere
oratorical form. Diplomatic science, up to these
latter days, sought its powers and its abilities
solely in stratagem.

The progress which is denied nevertheless lowered,
with the lapse of the ages, the reign of falsehood, even
compelling mendacity to apologise to truth, which is
gradually spreading more and more into the rela-
tions between nation and nation. Scorned, false-
hood shrinks and even denies that it is falsehood.

The famous despatch of Ems, in which a diplo-
mat of the fifteenth or the sixteenth century
would have gloried, made the blood mount to the
brow of a Bismarck. Was not the effort to mask
the lie put forth on this occasion a sublime homage
to honesty?